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DEAN'S FORUM

The past two years have produced excellent progress for the School ofLaw, highlighted by the addition
over this period of four outstanding new faculty members, the establishment of the Center for
International and Comparative Law, and a progressive revision of the school's upper-class curriculum.
All of these developments -- and much more -- are described in the 1994-95 Annual Report, which you
should be receiving at about the same time as you read the Law Forum. This is our second Annual Report,
and I think you will find it both interesting and informative. I hope you will look at it carefully, and that
you will display it proudly in your offices or homes.
In this introduction to the Law Forum, I wish to report to you on trends in law school admissions, both
at the University of Baltimore and nationally. This fall, we again have an excellent entering class
comprised of diverse and highly qualified students. There are 184 entering day students and 129 entering
evening students, for a total entering class of 313. This represents a decrease of 20 students (or 6%)
from the fall 1995 entering class of333 students. The class continues to have fine median credentials,
with a median GPAof3.15 for the day and 3.09 for the evening and a median LSAT score of153 (60th
percentile) for the day and 152 (57th percentile) for the evening. The GPA credentials are as good or
better than we have had over the past seven years. The LSAT medians for the 1995 entering class were
slightly lower than in the last five years, but essentially the same as those of the 1989 entering class (the
class that graduated in 1992 and 1993). Minorities comprise 18.5% ofthe class, and 48.6% are women.
Applications have also been declining somewhat. For the fall 1995 entering class we had 2,294
applications, over 7 for each place in the class. This represents a decrease of6. 7% from the fall of 1994.
Our decrease in applications has essentially mirrored the national trend. For the fall of 1995, there was
a 6.9% decrease in the number of applicants to ABA-approved law schools, from 84,600 in 1994 to
78,800 in 1995. These applicants are competing for approximately 43,000 first-year places in the 178
ABA-approved law schools around the country. Over the past eight years, the national application trend
has fluctuated widely, climbing to a peak of99,327 applicants for the fall 1991 entering classes and
subsequently declining steadily. The national figures for this fall are essentially the same as for the fall
of 1988, when there were 78,930 applicants to ABA~approved law schools. At VB, our fall 1995
applications were still almost 50% more than we received for the fall of 1988 (when we had 1,569
applications) and almost 300 more than in the fall of 1989 (when we had 2,034 applications).
We continue to attract a group of talented and highly credentialed students who will graduate with
excellent lawyering skills. My colleagues and I continue to watch carefully the admission trends, and
we will make any adjustments that are necessary to assure the continued high quality ofour student body.

John A. Sebert
Dean and Professor of Law
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On behalf of the Volume 26 Editorial Board, I am pleased to present the latest edition of the Law
Forum. In 1995, after twenty-five years of successful production, the Law Forum proudly enters its
twenty-sixth year. From its humble beginnings, the Law Forum has evolved into a timely legal journal
with a circulation of over 11,000. The journal serves the Maryland legal community by providing an
outlet for professors, judges, attorneys, and students to comment on developing trends in Maryland law.
Issue One of Volume 26 contains two informative articles written by recent graduates of the
University of Baltimore School of Law. The first, Child Custody and Visitation in Maryland, was
written by Kim H. McGavin. The article examines the "best interests" standard and the often conflicting
objectives of child custody and visitation decisions. In the second,MedicaidEligibility, author Cynthia
M. Brubaker explores the methods used to insure a client will qualify for Medicaid and thus conserve
the elderly client's assets. Finally, our Recent Development section surveys recent decisions impacting
Maryland law.
Special thanks are due the Volume 25 Board for their efforts in easing the transition of power.
the greatest legacy of the previous Board, and certainly my most valuable asset, is the quality
of the current Editorial Board. I am honored to work with a diverse group of talented individuals who
are dedicated to maintaining the high standards the Law Forum has developed. Additionally, I would
like to thank David P. Chaisson ofthe Attorney Advisory Board and Thomas & Libowitz, P.A. for their
encouragement and ideas for Volume 26.

~erhaps

Twenty-five years of success have provided a rich history. Tradition, hard work, and the continued
participation of the members of the legal community will help the Law Forum continue its journey to
excellence. Ifyou or your law firm would like to assist the Law Forum, whether it be in the form ofarticle
and commentary submissions, financial resources, advertisements or in another manner, please feel
welcome to write or call.
David A. Prichard
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